
Style and Content of Lorber Texts, Reconsidered 

Notations of The Household of God began on March 15, 1840. At 6 o’clock in the morning  
Lorber heard the Lord tell him to get pen and paper, sit down and write. In as early as the first 
few chapters of the text we find the Lord admonishing him. It is an important communication, 
which humanity needs now. He is too slow, makes mistakes… 

Only four weeks later, on April 13, 1840, Lorber pens down the first verse of Gifts from Heaven.  
It reads,  “Where I seem to say least, I say most. And where I seem to say the most, I say only as 
much as you are able to bear. Let this be to you a new key to this Scripture of mine." Practically 
daily more text follows. Then, from 1843, less frequently. The last one is written in 1864, only a 
few weeks before Lorber passes on. Texts are individual messages from the Lord to Lorber and 
his circle of friends. How do they come about? Lorber sits, listens and speaks out aloud that 
which audio-visually he perceives in his inner most being. People from his circle pen down what 
Lorber expresses. 

Comparing contents and dates, one may conclude that an interruption occurred early in the 
dictation of The Household of God. Topics closer to Lorber and his friends came about. They  
Are no longer put on paper by Lorber himself, but by his friends. It looks like revelations on the 
origin of the universe had to wait until Lorber was properly trained, and writing them down was 
well practised. At some point the dictation of The Household of God continued. The second of 
three volumes begins on January 7, 1842. In 1841 four additional, shorter works were realised.   

The works in comparison. Gifts from Heaven are individual texts, often short ones, especially at 
the beginning, written as letters in 19th century Bohemian style. Containing conversations and 
answers to questions of the writers. The Household of God, on the other hand, an epic in the 
style of ancient antiquity, is composed in allegorical style. Both works feature direct interjections 
of the Lord.  

Such interjections are also found in The Twelve Hours, an additional dictation, which begins on  
March 26,1841. This journalistic overview brings mankind’s behaviour to the point. So much so, 
that one likely can’t bear to know more. The text concludes with a sweeping vision, which 
illustrates in full the Lord’s intent for his creation. 

Summary. In his mid-19th century communication the Lord is not satisfied with stringing 
together well-ordered contents. In Gifts from Heaven he answers to daily life. In The Household 
of God he explains the beginnings of humanity. In The Twelve Hours he evaluates humanity and 
reveals the meaning and purpose of existence.  

Texts that follow take up these themes, expand and - in style of their contents and contexts - 
further clarify them. For example. The Household of God is depicted in allegories. In The New 
Gospel of John, the Lord discusses the beginnings of humanity with his Roman friend and 
follower Markus in Roman Empire style. He explains that Moses wrote the six days of creation in 
the style of his time, corresponding with the six periods of the Earth’s formation. Not, however, 
without pointing out in Gifts from Heaven, in form of a direct interjection, that one day science 
will confirm his words.


